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Geological survey using GPS at the ancient city of Dabusia, Uzbekistan
(August, 2005)
ウズベキスタン・ダブシア遺跡にて GPSを使った測量調査（2005 年８月）
In 1993, after teaching for a few years, I had an 
opportunity to spend a year at Cambridge University 
in the Department of Archaeology and Anthropology. 
Observing the emphasis there on mobilizing all 
the sciences—of the humanities as well as hard 
sciences—for research proved an exceedingly valu-
able culture-shock experience for me. I was especially 
excited and inspired to realize the significance of 
integrating information from many different fields 
using geographic information systems (GIS) for 
research of all kinds.
In October 1999 I entered Nichibunken, and I 
was fortunate to spend the key phase of my career 
as a researcher in the splendid environment provided 
by this institute. I am deeply grateful for what I 
was able to do during these years. After moving to 
Nichibunken I organized a team research project 
titled “Studies for Spatial Analysis of Historical 
Information.” Convinced that establishing GIS as a 
shared information base was necessary for progress 
in the humanities in Japan, I designed the project 
to deliberately bring together high-tech researchers 
doing leading-edge research on GIS and low-tech 
archaeologists relying on classical methods of study.
After the conclusion of that project, I was able 
to engage in inter-institutional research under the 
National Institutes for the Humanities (NIHU). I 
was fortunate to be involved in the ideal process 
that proceeded from the constructing of a research 
methodology to engaging in empirical research in 
the field, allowing the creation of a research system 
for spatiotemporal information science. Such ambi-
tious work would not have been possible without 
the institutional backing of Nichibunken, and I must 
repeat my gratitude for the support of the Center as 
well as all my colleagues there over the years.
From this April 2013, I have taken up a new 
post in the Faculty of Humanities at Tezukayama 
University, where I have been asked to create a new 
department within that faculty. My task is to establish 
a pivot for the development of the humanities oriented 
to the future. I am looking forward to this task, 
utilizing to the utmost the results of what I achieved 
at Nichibunken. Insofar as Nichibunken shares this 
dedication to the advancement of the humanities, I am 
certain that this endeavor will provide opportunities 
to cooperate with you all once more in the future.
